




February 8, 2007

To:
 Committee on Educational Policy and the Curriculum
From:
 Gordon M. Stewart, Administrative Chair

Re:
 Meeting notes, February 7, 2007


In an attachment please find a summary report of the Committee actions which will be presented to the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at its next scheduled meeting on Tuesday, February 27.


A second attachment ( and repeated below) contains my short summary of remarks about transfer students from Associate Dean of Admission Greg Roberts and Assistant Dean in the College Frank Papovich. I have written to request that Vice Provost of Academic Affairs Milton Adams, unable to be at our meeting, attend the next meeting to share his perspectives on University policy and future trends concerning transfer students.


The information on the CEPC website (http://artsandsciences.virginia.edu/cepc/) is being updated. For now, these dates are important, there being but two more meetings during this academic year:
Meeting date

Cutoff date for submissions 

Monday, March 12

Friday, March 2

Tuesday, April 10

Monday, April 2
The following information addresses topics raised at yesterday’s meeting.

1. Prof. Hoehler-Fatton has determined that students may apply six credits from study abroad programs to the minor. This information is being added to the text we approved;

2. ITAL 263 (Italian History and Culture Through Film: 1860-1960) will henceforth be listed only as ITTR 263, since the course is taught in English and all the films are subtitled. 

3. On the questions about numbers of College students completing two majors and how many complete a minor, Information from the Data Warehouse indicates


499  of the CLAS students graduating last May had two majors


613  of this same group had a minor


109  of this same group had two majors and a minor.


The College does not permit more than one minor.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you.

TRANSFER STUDENTS.  Associate Dean of Admission Greg Roberts and Assistant Dean (CLAS) Frank Papovich described, at the Committee’s request, current practices of admission and academic support services for transfer students. With the University continuing to expand and operating under new policies (“guaranteed admission for transfer students from Virginia’s community colleges”), the Committee had solicited information on these topics. Mr. Roberts indicated that the targeted number of students from Virginia’s community colleges (VCCS)  was 113, with 137 students actually enrolling. The target for 2009-2010 is currently set for 184. According to Mr. Roberts, there are not enough qualified transfer students applying to the College. He estimated that in this year’s class under ten per cent were coming under the “guaranteed admission” policy because of the high standards in place in terms of completed pre-requisites and academic performance. Dean Papovich noted that the number of transfers from Virginia’s community colleges (VCCS) into the College the past three yearshad  averaged 88 per year. He suggested that additional effort in the high schools and community colleges to prepared transfers for the rigor of UVA will lessen the difficult adjustment experienced by many transfer. Questions from Committee members addressed the possible impact on smaller departments as more transfers arrive and also the predictable difficulty in certain majors (sciences, mathematics, economics), where there are demanding pre-requisites. Transfers, unlike four-year students, don’t have the time to explore different majors in the first or second year. Mr. Roberts indicated that the admission agreement with the VCCS can be renegotiated, if transfer students should not be succeeding. Right now there are, according to his information from the Office of Institutional Analysis, only slightly lower success rates by transfer students in terms of retention and graduation.


Milton Adams, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs, was unable to attend. The Committee is seeking to reschedule an opportunity for him to address the subject of transfer policy and future trends. 

